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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINS, ET 

SUBJECT: THE POLITICS OF SOCCER IN ERITREA 

1. IL QUOTIDIANO ERITREO OE 20 NOV. ANNOUNCED THAT SOCCER SEASON 
WOULD BEGIN 1 DEC. THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS THE RESULT OE A UNANIMOUS 
DECISION MADE BY THE NORTHER DIRG IN A MEETING WITH MEMBERS OE 
THE ERITREAN SOCCER FEDERATION, AND DEP CHIEF ADM, FIT TESFALIDET 
GHERED. 

2. COMMENT: SOCCER GAMES WERE SUSPENDED AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 
SEASON AS A RESULT OE A THREAT EROM THE ELF TO DISRUPT THEM. 

SINCE THE ABILITY OF POLICE TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE SECURITY IS 
DOUBTED BY SOME OF THE PUBLIC, THIS SEASON MAY BE A FINANCIAL 
LOSS FOR THE FEDERATION. 
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